
 

 

HUMC Preschool COVID-19 Safety Guidelines 

Revised: 8/20/21 

Huntersville United Methodist Church Preschool has implemented the following 

additional guidelines for the 2020-2021 school year due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

These guidelines are subject to change as additional information becomes available or 

conditions change.  This document and safety guidelines within will be reviewed monthly 

by the Preschool Board and the Director of HUMC Preschool. 

Here is what you can expect from us with social distancing strategies: 

• Parents and students will enter the building each day through the main preschool 
entrance and exit through the double doors at the opposite end of the preschool 
hallway to create a “one-way” traffic pattern through the preschool building. 

• No outside adults or children will be allowed in the preschool until further notice.  
The only exception to this will be during arrival and dismissal or in the event a 
teacher is sick or absent.  If a substitute teacher is needed, we will first utilize 
available office staff before seeking an outside individual. 

• Children will remain with their class and will not be mixed with other classes, 
except for chapel and music classes, which will be conducted “socially distanced.” 

• Chapel will be conducted with classes “socially distanced” in the gym or outdoors.  
• Music classes will be conducted with classes “socially distanced” in the music room 

or outdoors. 
• Recess will be staggered with only one class on the playground at a time. 
• When possible, children’s activities will be planned with social distancing in mind.  

Increased distance during circle time, encouraging children to spread out when 
possible, limiting the number of children at each center, participating in activities 
that lend themselves to smaller group sizes, and providing distance between 
children at table activities are just some of the ways our teachers will work to keep 
children safe.    

• Classes will utilize outdoor spaces for learning as often as the weather permits.     
• Open House/Meet the Teacher will be in-person, with families scheduled to arrive 

during staggered time slots.  All adults will be required to wear masks. 



 

Here is what you can expect from us with health and safety protocols: 

• Face coverings will be required for all teachers and administrative staff.   
• Face coverings are optional for children in our two’s classes with a signed waiver 

provided by the preschool office. 
• Children in our three’s and four’s classes are required to wear face coverings.   
• Face coverings should have ear loops and break-away lanyards for children.  We ask 

that you do not use gators or bandanas as face coverings in the classroom. 
• Staff and student families will be required to review, sign, and adhere to the COVID-

19 Health Agreement.  This form must be signed and received prior to the first day 
of school in order for your child to come into the building and participate in school 
activities. 

• No toys, stuffed animals or blankets can be brought in from home. All soft/plush 
items will be removed from classrooms…dress up clothes, baby doll clothes, hand 
puppets, stuffed animals, pillows, etc.  

Here is what you can expect from us with cleaning and disinfecting 
practices: 

• Adequate supplies will be available at all times to support healthy hygiene behaviors 
(examples are soap, paper towels, tissues, hand sanitizer, disinfectant spray, and 
extra disposable masks). 

• In addition to daily cleaning measures, such as sanitizing tables and chairs, cleaning 
bathrooms and floors, extra sanitation measures will be taken to ensure a clean 
classroom environment.  Extra measures will include sanitizing toys, manipulatives, 
high touch surfaces, and other materials the children have touched during the 
school day. All teachers and staff will be trained on these extra measures, as well as 
given adequate supplies, prior to the beginning of school. 

• The preschool building will receive a daily, deep sanitization with an electro static 
sprayer that will administer a quick drying mist that has been approved by the FDA 
and the CDC to kill the COVID-19 virus.  

• We will continue to teach and reinforce proper hand washing and covering coughs 
and sneezes for both children and staff. 

• Additional handwashing opportunities will be worked into the classroom activities 
as necessary.  

• After classrooms have been disinfected at the end of each day, the classroom will be 
closed off to other use. 

 

 

 



 

Family Expectations 

 Here is what HUMCP will expect from each family in the event of COVID-
19 exposures: 

1.  If a student exhibits any COVID-19 symptoms during the school day, they will be 
removed from the classroom and isolated in a separate room with a member of the 
administrative staff for supervision.  A parent or guardian will be contacted and expected 
to pick their child up immediately. 

2.  If a student (or staff member) tests positive for COVID-19 and has been in the school 
building, any student or staff member who came in close contact with them will be 
notified. Close contact is defined as less than 6 feet apart for 15 minutes or longer.  Please 
understand that it may become necessary to close a class temporarily, and in some 
instances close the building for a specific time period.  In each case, we will aim to be 
strategic with our containment measures, closing as little as possible, but as much as 
necessary. 

4.  If a student develops symptoms of COVID-19, that student should stay home and 
contact a healthcare professional to determine if testing is necessary.  A student should 
not return to school until he/she has been cleared by a healthcare professional to return 
to school, or they have been fever free for 48 hours without the use of fever reducing 
medications and symptoms are significantly improved. 

5.  If a healthcare professional recommends testing for a student or any household 
member, you should notify the school immediately and members of that household should 
quarantine until a COVID-19 test is negative or 14 days have passed and all members of 
the household are symptom free. 

6.  If a student or any household member living under the same roof tests positive for     
COVID-19, please contact the Director of HUMCP immediately.  

 

Instances for Classroom Closure and Tuition Refunds 

If a student or staff member tests positive for COVID-19, HUMC Preschool will consult the 
Mecklenburg County Health Department and follow any advice given beyond what is 
contained in this document. 

HUMC Preschool is considered a non-profit entity and tuition covers staff salaries and 
operating expenses.  If a student or staff member is diagnosed with COVID-19 and a class 
must quarantine, “at home” activities will be provided for that time period and tuition will 
not be refunded. 



 

 COVID-19 Emergency Action Plan 

HUMCP will initiate this plan in the event a student or staff member who has been in 

the building tests positive for COVID-19. 

1.  Immediately determine the students and staff that have been exposed.  Immediately 

notify the parents/guardians of the exposed students and dismiss exposed students and 

staff for 14 days. 

2.  Immediately notify and coordinate with local health officials to determine the 

appropriate next steps.  Health officials will aide preschool administration and church 

leadership to determine if an individual classroom or a full school closure is required and 

if so, for how long. 

3.  Immediately notify Huntersville United Methodist Church leadership.  

4. Thoroughly clean and disinfect the facility.  There may be a period of “wait” time prior 

to cleaning and disinfection in order to minimize any potential exposure to respiratory 

droplets. 

5.  Ensure continuity of education if a full school closure or an individual classroom 

closure is required.  Teachers will maintain contact with families and provide at home 

learning activities through email.   

6.  Virtual lessons will not be provided. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HUMC Preschool Daily COVID-19 Checklist 
Please review and acknowledge the following questions for your child, and for yourself, each day 
that your child will come to school.  Temperatures will be taken with a non-contact thermometer 

before any child may enter the building. 

• Have you been in close contact with a confirmed case of COVID-19 within the past 14 days? 
• Do you have, or have you experienced within the last 3 days, any of the following symptoms 

associated with COVID-19? 
• Have you had a fever in the last 48 hours? 
• Have you had vomiting or diarrhea in the last 24 hours? 
• Have you had any new loss of taste or smell? 
• Are you experiencing a cough, shortness of breath, sore throat, chills and/or muscle pain? 

If you answered YES to any of the above questions, please stay home, and call you healthcare provider.   If 
a healthcare professional recommends testing for a student or any household member, you should notify 
the preschool immediately and the members of the household should quarantine until proof of a negative 
COVID-19 test is received, the student or household member has been fever free for 48 hours (without 
the use of fever reducing medications), and symptoms are significantly improved. 

If This Occurs… Action Taken by HUMCP… When can child/staff member 
return to school? 

Child/Staff has any COVID-19 
symptoms: 

• Fever  of 100 degrees or higher 
• Chills 
• Shortness of breath/trouble 

breathing 
• New cough, congestion 
• New loss of smell 
• Diarrhea and/or vomiting 
• Headache 

• Muscle or body aches 

Immediately sent home Child or staff member has been 
fever free for 48 hours without the 
use of fever reducing medications 
AND the symptoms are 
significantly improved.  If 
symptoms are persistent, as with 
seasonal allergies, a doctor’s note 
proving symptoms are not COVID-
19 related may be necessary. 

Child or Staff member has been in 
contact with someone under 
quarantine for a suspected case of 
COVID-19 

Immediately sent home, upon 
notification 

Cannot attend until the suspected 
case has been confirmed negative 
for COVID-19 OR 14 days have 
passed since last date of contact 
and the child/staff member has not 
experienced any symptoms. 

Child has been in contact with 
someone with a confirmed case of 
COVID-19 

Immediately sent home, upon 
notification 

Cannot attend until 14 days after 
contact occurred and the child/staff 
member has not experienced any 
symptoms. 

Child/Staff member gets tested for 
a suspected case of COVID-19 

Not allowed on campus Cannot attend until proof of a 
negative test is received. 

Child/staff member tests positive 
for COVID-19 

Not allowed on campus Cannot attend until recovered, 
quarantine is completed as directed 
by physician and/or health 
department, and proof of a negative 
test result is received. 

 


